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Abstract

The purposes of this research were (1) to compare English reading comprehension scores of
Prathom Suksa VI students of Wat Don Kaitia School in Phetchaburi province before and after learning by
using tales; (2) to compare English vocabulary knowledge scores of the students before and after learning
by using tales; and (3) to examine vocabulary retention of the students after learning by using tales. The
research sample consisted of 30 Prathom Suksa VI students studying in the second semester of the
academic year 2016 at Wat Don Kaitia School in Phetchaburi province, obtained by cluster sampling. The
employed research instruments were (1) learning management plans for learning English reading by using
tales, (2) a reading comprehension test, and (3) an English vocabulary test. The data was analyzed using
the mean, standard deviation, and t-test. Research findings showed that (1) the reading comprehension
mean score of Prathom Suksa VI students of Wat Don Kaitia School after learning by using tales was higher
than its pre-learning counterpart at the .05 level of significance; (2) the mean score of English vocabulary
knowledge of the students after learning by using tales was higher than its pre-learning counterpart at the
.05 level of significance; and (3) no significant difference was found between the students’ mean score of
English vocabulary knowledge tested three weeks after the completion of the lesson and its counterpart
at the immediate end of the lesson indicating that the students retained their memory of English

vocabulary.

Keywords: Teaching by using tales, English reading comprehension, Vocabulary knowledge, Vocabulary

retention, Prathom Suksa
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